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Community Fallout Shelter

By INEZ RORB

BOISE, Idaho—While officials
dom keeps whooping 1t up for
back-yard shelters, the Federal
government and the Office of
Civil Defense have, nonetheless,

nied up $£122.000 to build, In

ws small city, the nation’s first
large community fallout shelter.

"The government was willing
to Emt up the money hecause the
shelter is a prototype' Is the
explanation of evervane connect.
od with the Highlands Commun:
ity Shelter, Inc.

Built into the foothills, in the
back yard of the Highlands res-
Idential area, the “‘prototype’
shelter will offer minimum pro-
tection from blast and maximum
from fa]lout {p 1,000 men, women
and children in ease of nuclear
war. But it offers shelter onlv
to those Highlands families that
have paid a £100 membership fee
In fairness, it must be pointed
out that this fee has gone to help
pay for the shelter whose total
cost, without furnishings, is $142.-

But if this Highlands Commun-
ity Shelter is to serve as a pro-
totype for other communities,
let's tnke a lnok at the inside
Access is through heavy steel
doors, painted a pretty, pale yel-
lew, and set into the heavy ron-
ﬁn;te wall across the face of the

ill.

The [irst floor consisis of a
big, bare roam (the shelter Is
not yel furnished or provisioned)
that measures 60 by 80 feet On

one side of thie roam g a large
efficient kilchen in stainless
steel. with electrie stoves, dish-
washers and steam tahles. There
are ample cuphoards, of pale
blue, for dishes, glasses, and
some food storage.

There are cenerators lo take
over the bhurden of producing
power, if Boise's electrical sys-
tem should he knocked out In an
atomle war. The shelter has its
own artesian wells, and a gen-
erator to produce additional wa-
ler. if needed

Thus, the shelter has "proper"
plumbing rather than chemiral
toilets, as well as shower baths

The latest In airfiltration sys-
}fms has been installed, A gas
urnace will keep the shelter
cozy, unless gas mains are des-
troyed. Then, authorities believe,
the body heat of 1.000 persons
will be sufficient to keep It cozy.
anyway.

The loudspeaker system, com-
plete with record-playing equip-
ment, operates from the first
floor, too.

On the second or bottam level
25 feat helaw the shelter raof
line, is a second large room,
meastiring 40 by 60 feet. It, too,
will be used for sleeping and
living purposes, as the large
room above. Off the big room on
the lower level opens a series
of smaller rooms that can he
transformed into a hospital, in-
cluding an operating room and a
pharmacy.

The communications room, now
equipped with two lelephones;
storage rooms for food and cloth-
ing: showers; more tollets and a
leundry are on the lower level.
The laundry room. I fear, will
appal young women who have

never seen a washboard In thel»
lives. The - shelter suﬁpllos six
tubs and water, but the women
will have to supply the elbow

grease,
Food In Bulk

In the interest of efficlency
and economy, food will be bought
and stored In bulk  Officers of
the communily shelter are now
trying to plan a simple menu for
the two-week peri of foreed
hibernation, In case of nuclear
war, and o buy accordingly
Adults will have to take their
turn as kitchen police,

As for the actual construclion
of the ghelter: It required 00
tons of steel, An elght-inch shell
of concrete, topped by three feel
of earth, arches above the roaf,
Concrete walls are 10 Inches
thick at the first level, 12 on the
second,

Despite the use of light and
airy colorg throughout, close as-
goclation In the shelter with a
thonsand other souls for a fori.
night s going to be hard on
claustrophobiacs and misogynists,
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