The White House
September 7, 1961

My Fallow Amaricans:

Mucloar weapons andithe pessibilily of nuclear war are facts of
Hify we cannot ignere teday. 1'do not believe that war can solve
any of the problems facing the world loday, Bul the decision is
ned odirs alone.

The gousmnmant Is moving to improve the protection afforded
you in your communities through civil defonse, Wao hava begun, and
will be continuing throughout the next year and & hall, & Survey of
all public bulldings wilh fallout sheller potential, and the marking
of those with adequate shelter for 50 persons or more, We are pro-
viding fallout sheller in new and in some existing federal buildings.
Wie are stocking these shelters with one week's food and medical -
supplios and two weoks" wn'ar supply for the shalter oceupants. In
addition. | have th th of
foed reserves in conters around the country whare they might be
noeded lellowing an altack, Finally, we are developing improved
warning systems which will make it possible to sound attack warm-
ng on buzzors rlg'ht in your homes and places of business.
Mare siv i 1hcad. but |hey
cannot h_o Brought to cumprctlun : 0 | Aok
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in doing za strengthan your nation;

| urge you to read and consider seriously the contents of this
issue of LIFE, The stcurity of our country and. the peace of the
world are the objectives of our policy. Bul in these dangerous days
when both these objectives are threatened wo must prepara forall
avantualitios. The ability to survive coupled with the will to do 2o
thercfore are essential to our countey,
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John F. Kennedy.



